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DIRECTORATE FOR QUALITY AND STANDARDS IN EDUCATION
Department of Curriculum Management
Educational Assessment Unit

Annual Examinations for Secondary Schools 2015

FORM 5 ENGLISH LITERATURE  MARKING SCHEME   

DO NOT PENALISE LANGUAGE ERRORS AS LONG AS THE ANSWER IS 
COMPREHENSIBLE.  

SECTION A – DRAMA                     (25 marks)

SECTION B – POETRY                     (25 marks)

SECTION C – PROSE                     (25 marks)

 Candidates should be rewarded for their knowledge of the text (including quotations) and 
for relevance.

 Answers should be written in a coherent and organised manner.  
 Candidates should be penalised for contradictory, irrelevant and disorganised answers. 

21 - 25 marks
Excellent

  Essay shows a sound and detailed knowledge of text 
  Content is detailed, relevant and accurate 
  Ideas are supported by quotations and/or close references
  Meaning is clear and accurate

16 - 20 marks
Very Good

     Essay shows a sound knowledge of text
 Content is generally detailed, relevant and accurate
 Ideas are supported by quotations and/or close references
 Meaning is generally clear and accurate

11 - 15 marks
Pass

 Essay shows an adequate knowledge of text
 Some of the content is detailed and relevant
 Ideas are occasionally supported by quotes and/or close references
 Expression is satisfactory.  

6 - 10 marks
Weak

 Essay shows limited knowledge of text
 Content is mostly irrelevant or inaccurate.
 Ideas are not supported by quotes and/or close references
 Meaning is frequently not clear

1 – 5 marks
Very Poor

 Essay shows poor knowledge of text
 Content is too short and generally irrelevant
 Ideas are not supported by quotes and/or close references
 Meaning is not clear
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SECTION D - UNPREPARED TEXT                                                                             (25 marks)

Unless the questions require the candidate to give a specific response or use specific words or 
phrases, award marks for answers that are similar to the models given or express the same 
meaning. 

1. From the first paragraph, quote two comparisons that describe the heat of 
the day.

 

a. The heat of the sun was like a close fire. 1 mark
b. It was hotter than hell out there. 1 mark

2. Show how the comparisons you quoted in Question 1 bring out the 
intensity of the heat in an effective way.                                                                                               

a. Award 2 marks to students who show that the comparison with the close 
fire brings out the heat of the sun.

2 marks

b. Award 2 marks to students who show that the reference to fires of hell 
brings out the heat of the day. 

2 marks

3. Quote four verbs that bring out the idea that the pilots were sweating 
heavily. ½ x 4 = 2 marks
Award ½ mark for each of the following:

a. Seeped
b. Trickled
c. Collected
d. Filtered

4a. Name the figure of speech used in the phrase ‘each with that patient, smug 
look which fighter planes have when the engine is not turning’. (para.2)

1 mark

personification

4b. Explain what the writer means by ‘that patient, smug look’?  2 marks 
Award two marks to students who connect the patient smug look with the 
fact that the plane’s engine was not turning. 

5. How does the writer manage to create contrast when describing the 
runway? 

 
  2 marks 

Award two marks to students who bring out the contrast between the black strip of runway 
and the white sands on its side.

6a. Name two figures of speech used in the phrase ‘The heat haze hung like a 
vapour’ (para.3)                                                                                                         2 marks 
Award 2 marks to students who refer to any two of  the following:

i. Simile – ‘like a vapour’
ii. Alliteration – ‘heat haze hung’
iii. Metaphor – ‘hung’

7a. What two sounds does the narrator become aware of while they are waiting 
for Fin? 

 
½ x 2 =1 mark 

i. The noise of airmen talking beside the wagon.
ii. The faint pounding of the sea.
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7b. What do these sounds seem to emphasize? 2 marks 
Award two marks to students who refer to the fact that the sounds 
emphasize the absence of the desired sound of the plane.

8. Why is the Stag compared to a wrestler? 1 mark
Award two marks to students who refer to the fact that the Stag’s 
shoulders were broad.

9. The Stag is described as a quiet person who optimistically says that Fin 
will ‘probably be all right’. Despite his calmness and optimism mention 
four details that show that Stag fears that Fin might have met his end.

 
1½ x 4 = 6 marks 

Award 1½ marks each for any four of the following:
 He shifts his position;
 His mouth is tight shut;
 He looks into the sky as if hoping that somehow Fin might return;
 He agrees with the narrator that Fin has been shot down;
 He changes the subject and starts talking about a girl Fin knew.

Award marks for any other relevant answer.


